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Maldivians have used lacquer for decorative purposes for many
centuries. According to Pyrad de Laval, the 17th century traveller to the
Maldives, lacquer work objects were exported from the Maldives to nearby
countries.

Quran holders and wooden beams in the old mosques are decorated
with writings in lacquer. Large containers coated with lacquer and decorated
with  various designs were used to serve food at important community
gatherings. Small lacquered containers were used as objects of beauty for
household uses.
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